Military Toronto — World War | — First day in England 


WWI saw the development of improved postal services for the troops. Authorities 
realized that better and faster communications were essential for both the war effort 
itself and the morale and wellbeing of soldiers and home-folks as well. 


On October 14, 1914 the first Canadian troops arrived England. This post card is 
dated October 15, 1914 and has a Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Force circular 
handstamp. The message, in part, says, “We are anchored in a river off Devonport. 
Plymouth is on the same river we are up higher.” 


The picture side shows a bridge — the card’s author says, “This bridge was built in five 
hours.” 


At this time soldiers didn’t have free franking so the Post Office at Toronto (and a 
number of other receiving centers) applied the proper postage. In this case it was a 1¢ 
stamp to cover the drop letter rate. “The practice of placing postage stamps on letters 
from au soldiers on active service was to ensure that mba or possibly “rated up” mail 
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